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duced Chamillart to Court, he had heard it said that
M. de Louvois did everybody's business as much as he
could; and took it into his head that having succeeded
to M. de Louvois he ought to act exactly like him. For
some time past, accordingly, Chamillart, with the
knowledge of the King, had sent people to Holland and
elsewhere to negotiate for peace, although he had no
right to do so, Torcy being the minister to whose de-
partment this business belonged. Torcy likewise sent
people to Holland and elsewhere with a similar object,
and these ambassadors of the two ministers, instead of
working in common, did all in their power to thwart
each other. They succeeded so well that it was said
they seemed in foreign countries ministers of different
powers, whose interests were quite opposed. This
manner of conducting business gave a most injurious
idea of our government, and tended very much to bring
it into ridicule. Those who sincerely wished to treat
with us, found themselves so embarrassed between the
rival factions, that they did not know what to do; and
others made our disagreements a plausible pretext for
not listening to our propositions.

At last Torcy was so annoyed with the interference
of Chamillart, that he called the latter to account for
it, and made him sign an agreement by which he bound
himself to enter into no negotiations for peace and to
mix himself in no foreign affairs; and so this absurdity
came to an end.

In Italy, early this year, we received a check of no
small importance. I have mentioned that we were in-
vited to join in an Italian league, having for its object
to oppose the Emperor. We joined this league, but